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in the Free City." At Geneva there was an idea that Danzig's
defiance of the League had been rather assisted by a certain
lukewarmness on the part of Poland. From Geneva Beck went on
to Berlin; on January 26 he saw Neurath, and discussed with
him what had been done at the Council regarding Danzig. In
Berlin it was thought that it was largely due to the efforts and
tact of the Polish Foreign Minister that the Free City was spared
the humiliation of having a commission of the League sent to
examine its affairs. Also in Berlin on that day, the second
anniversary of the Ten-years Pact, the German Press published
many articles stressing the significance of the pact; in Poland
most papers commented favourably on the pact; but on the
whole it was noticeable that there was much less enthusiasm
for it than was displayed on the previous anniversary.
Two days afterwards Schacht, touring the Upper Silesian
industrial area, made a speech in Breslau which referred to the
"wrong done to Germany by the Versailles Diktat in breaking
up economically interdependent industries," He called the division
of Upper Silesia and the granting of part of it to Poland an "act
of sheer madness," and this statement so disquieted the Polish
Government that it ordered Lipski, Polish Ambassador at Berlin,
to lodge a protest. In Germany an attempt was made to suppress
those parts of Schacht's speech giving umbrage to the Poles,
but the mischief could not be undone in that way, and the Polish
Press was outspoken in its comment. What further increased
the acidity in the tone of these papers was the continued non-
payment by Germany of the money due for the transit-traffic
of passengers and goods across the "Corridor." The debt had
been accumulating for about a year; the amount had reached nearly
70 million zlotys, and it was constantly growing. Miedzinski,
during the debate in the Senate on the Budget, had characterized
this debt as practically a "forced loan" at Poland's expense.
A Polish official communiqui of January 31 stated that in conformity
with the Paris Convention which, among other things, regulated
the traffic between Germany and East Prussia, notice had been
given to Germany that this traffic would be curtailed from
February 7, unless the debt was settled. Bed: said in the Senate